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Preface for CTW2005 special issue
The CTWs-Cologne/Twente Workshops on Graphs and Combinatorial Optimization-form a series of annual workshops
that are organized locally by research groups of the University of Cologne (Germany), University of Duisburg-Essen
(Germany), Polytechnical University of Milan (Italy) and University of Twente (Netherlands). They try to bring together
young and established researchers to form the areas of structural and algorithmic graph theory, and combinatorial
optimization that includes both theory and applications.
The CTW2005 was held at the University of Cologne on 18–20 May, 2005. As always, the participants and the research
community at large were invited to submit research articles relating to the themes of the workshop. As guest editors, we are
pleased to present this collection of articles that were selected from the submissions by the refereeing process. The articles
reflect the recent advances and the state of the art of current research in our field of research.
During the preparation of this special DAM issue we were saddened by the tragic death of Peter L. Hammer, who had
supported the CTW series from its very beginning and generally took an outstandingly successful active interest in the
development of graph theory and combinatorial optimization. We dedicate it to the memory of Peter.
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